The principal authors of this text are U.K. based with additional contributions from several Canadian authors. The book is divided into several chapters dealing with the FRCA examination, the preoperative check, different aspects of radiology in intensive care and anaesthesia in the radiology department.
Each chapter includes an initial introduction, basic anatomy and its representation on plain films, CT and MRI, followed by numerous radiological examples of different pathological states. As well as description of films, explanations are given as well as management discussion.
The first five chapters look at the chest X-ray, abdominal radiology, trauma radiology, the cervical spine and cranial CT. All five chapters are succinct and provide a brief introduction, labelling of normal anatomy and several representative case examples. All areas are covered well, providing a good general approach. Each case example is followed by a brief discussion, including management, which is both succinct and current. The section on cervical spine radiology is particularly good with several diagrams to assist interpretation of both plain films and CT images.
Chapter 6 looks in general at anaesthesia in the radiology department and attempts to summarize a number of crucial areas, such as anaesthesia in MRI and interventional radiology. The MRI section covers safety issues quite well but there is a minimal amount on paediatric MRI, a large and important field. Although the chapter gives a good overall summary, it does not provide a detailed coverage and anaesthetists working in these areas would be advised to refer to more definitive texts.
The book ends with a section on ultrasound, another burgeoning field.
In summary, this is a long overdue text which covers most areas of radiology in anaesthesia and intensive care very well, especially those perhaps lesswell practised, such as abdominal and cervical spine radiology. This book will be very useful for intensivists and anaesthetists, and in particular those preparing for examinations. This volume is another in a series of useful up-todate reviews of current practice in a wide range of anaesthesia-related subjects. It does not pretend to be a comprehensive review of remote anaesthesia, the authors confining their attention to more recent developments in diagnosis and treatment that involve anaesthesia outside the operating room. That said, the excellent first chapter by Kotob and Twersky is a comprehensive general guide to remote anaesthesia, including a very useful check list for evaluating the suitability and safety of a new anaesthetizing location.
The chapter on paediatric sedation provides a complete guide to the establishment and conduct of a paediatric sedation service, emphasising the involvement of the anaesthesia team. General principles are given and such details as drug regimens are omitted, the reader wisely being referred to other resources.
The chapter on anaesthesia for MRI covers a variety of sedation and anaesthesia techniques, but is short on some essential detail, including management of emergencies which arise in the MRI room; practical aspects of intravenous access, assessment of different anaesthetic breathing systems ("… an extralong circuit must be available"); and safety of the anaesthetist.
There are good chapters covering anaesthesia for gastroenterology, interventional radiology, and in vitro fertilization (IVF). There is a detailed chapter describing the role and techniques of anaesthesia in the controversial acute management of opiate detoxification.
Two chapters are disappointing. One on cardiac catheterization includes an extensive review of
